Vaccination will help
protect your child,
your family and the
community and help
reduce the spread
of COVID-19.
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It will also reduce your
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sahealth.sa.gov.au/covidvaccinechildren

For more information
Corporate Communications
Department for Health and Wellbeing
SA Health
Telephone: 8226 6599
Email: healthcommunications@sa.gov.au
sahealth.sa.gov.au/covidvaccinechildren
Information in this brochure correct as of February 2022.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses
© Department for Health and Wellbeing, Government of South
Australia. All rights reserved. FIS: 21033.24-2.

COVID-19
VACCINATION
FOR CHILDREN
AGED 5 TO 11

Why does my child need to get
vaccinated?
COVID-19 in young children is generally mild, however it
is possible that your child could become severely ill and
have long term effects if they catch COVID-19.
Children with health problems are at greater risk of
getting severely ill with COVID-19, including congenital
heart disease, chronic lung problems, being above
a healthy weight, and neurological (brain, nerve and
muscle) disorders including epilepsy.

Which vaccine can my child have?
Children aged 5 to 11 can get the paediatric Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine.
This is a lower dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines
given to people aged 12 and over.

Where can my child get vaccinated?
• Most SA Health vaccination clinics
(excluding mobile clinics)
• Selected GPs

Children can increase the spread of COVID-19 in
the community.

• Selected Respiratory Clinics

How does the vaccine work?

An online clinic finder is available at
sahealth.sa.gov.au/covidvaccine to help you find
clinics and book appointments near you.

The vaccine teaches your child’s body to fight illness
so that they don’t become sick or their symptoms
aren’t as bad if they do get sick.
This also means they are less likely to pass COVID-19
onto other people.

• Selected Pharmacies

How many doses will my child have?
Your child will receive two doses of vaccine,
8 weeks apart.
The timing between vaccines can be shortened to
a minimum of 3 weeks in special circumstances.

Can my child with a medical
condition or disability be
vaccinated?
If your child has an underlying medical condition or
disability, you should discuss their vaccination with
their treating doctor or specialist.

What are the side effects?
Your child might experience some side effects after
their vaccine, but these are usually mild and only
last for a couple of days.
Side effects can include pain, redness or swelling
at the injection site, a headache, general aches
and pains or a fever. These are common and
expected reactions.
You can discuss any concerns with your
immunisation provider and/or your GP.

